
Basic Turned Boxes  Fall 2015 
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  no-wood-unturned.com 

The box making process I generally use is to roughly turn blanks, then pause to allow the blanks 
to dry or relax.  If the blanks were turned green, they must be turned thickly enough to allow them 
to be turned back to round.  Also the bottom should be left slightly thicker than the top since it will 
eventually fit inside the top.  Green blanks must be allowed time to dry (usually months).  Even 
dried blanks will retain their shape and fit better if they are hollowed and allowed to relax before 
they are finally turned. 

 
Roughing Blanks 
 

1. Cut blank so it can be mounted between centers 
2. Mount blank 
3. Turn blank round 
4. Turn tenons for chuck on each end 
5. Mount in chuck 
6. Part off lid 
7. Hollow  
8. Mount other part 
9. Hollow 
10. Label  
11. Wait………. 

 

 

Turning Boxes from Dried Blanks 
 

1. Mount lid in chuck 
2. True outside and face 
3. Cut “mortise” to mate with bottom. Make sure it is parallel with the axis! 
4. Shape inside of lid 
5. Sand and finish (you won't get another chance) 
6. Start shaping outside of lid 
7. Mount base in chuck 
8. True outside and face 
9. Roughly establish size of tenon 
10. Finish hollow inside of box 
11. Ensure that the first portion is parallel to axis! 
12. Note depth 
13. Sand and finish inside 
14. Size tenon for snug fit of lid 
15. Put on lid and shape outside of box 
16. Sand 
17. Chatter if to be included 
18. Finish 
19. Final fit the lid 
20. Finish tenon 
21. Part off or remove base 
22. Mount and size jam chuck 
23. Mount base on jam chuck 
24. Turn bottom 
25. Sand, sign, and finish 
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Tools for box making 
 

1. Lathe with centers 
2. Chuck with 2 inch jaws 
3. Small straight edge / depth gauge 
4. Inside calipers 

 
 
 

Lathe Tools I use for basic box making 
 
For roughing 

1. Roughing gouge 
2. Wide parting tool or skew chisel 
3. Thin parting tool 
4. Spindle gouge 

 
For Finishing 

1. Skew chisels 
2. Spindle gouges 
3. Parting tool 
4. Square end scraper 
5. Square end corner with round corner 
6. Other scrapers as needed 
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