
Chairman’s Report for October 2021 

Who is doing the Tricking? and Who will get the Treats? 

Well, I think The Board got tricked into believing that we would not be able to have a 
lathe at the Washington County Fairgrounds event.  We have just heard that the 
owners would like us to demonstrate woodturning, so we will have electricity at the 
booth.  Before all of you start celebrating, keep in mind that we only have about a 6’ x 
6’ area to display items and turn safely.  If you are planning to turn, please bring small 
blanks/projects which can be turned only -- no sanding.  They have placed us in the 
Food Court, so minimal sanding is recommended.  Keep in mind that our purpose for 
doing this event is to bring in new members.  New members equals new ideas and 
secures a future for our club.  We don’t have a youth program. 

For the members who have signed up already for this event, please bring your sharp 
tools as well as a few pieces for display only.   The Board would prefer to have only 2 
members at one time in this area since it’s such a small space.  We still have some 
spots open for those who may want to join in on the turning fun.  Members working the 
booth will receive a free parking pass, free admission pass for the day, and a small 
map indicating where our area is located.   

Address is Washington County Fairgrounds, 2151 N Main St, Washington, PA 15301. 
The event starts at 10am – 5pm most days, Saturday’s go to 6pm.  Any questions 
contract Tom Shortall at 412-337-9826 or shortall1291@comcast.net 

On Saturday, October 16th… 

Dave Belter will be treating us with a demo on how he makes a 5-holed see thru 
ornament with finials.  If you need a few ideas for your Christmas ornament, Dave is 
the one ask.  In the past, Dave has shown us how he manipulates the lathe to make all 
sorts of interesting art.  This leaves you asking, “How does he do that?”  I’m sure this 
demo will be no different. 

We will be at Woodcraft for Dave’s demo. Whether or not we are indoors (in the 
classroom with masks) or outdoors (no masks) is up to Mother Nature.  If it is nice 
sunny 60 – 70 degrees, we will be outside.  But if it’s going to be rainy and cold, plan 
on meeting inside. 

Food Second… 

Setup will start at 8am, coffee and conversation at 9am, donuts will arrive shortly 
after.  Due to the uncertainty of attendance, The Board is asking that each 
attendee please take only 1 donut initially. 

After the meeting gets started, if there are any donuts left, you can help yourself. 

 



Woodcraft’s Anniversary Sale (The dates have changed!) 

This year the Woodcraft Anniversary Sale will not be on the same day as our meeting.  
Please mark your calendar for Friday, October 22nd and Saturday, October 23rd.   
Kyle, Manager of Woodcraft, is looking for 2 members to demo a project on the lathe 
for Friday and 2 more members for Saturday.  He would prefer 1 member to demo 
during the morning slot and 1 member to demo an afternoon slot.  Kyle is looking for 
demos of: green bowls, casting, boxes, using a carbide turning tool, or other such 
project.  He does not want pens or other small projects demonstrated.  For more 
information call Kyle at Woodcraft.  

 Saturday, November 20th, Field Trip!!! (Last Change to Sign-up)  

Turners Anonymous members have been invited to an exclusive tour of Allegheny 
Millwork & Lumber’s commercial shop.  (104 Commerce Blvd, Lawrence, PA 15055) 
This is the result of those who participated in “The Giving Back to Allegheny Millwork” 
drive about 2 years ago.  If you were one of the few members who contributed to “The 
Giving Back” drive, please let me know if you are interested in attending the tour.  We 
have reserved spots for these members along with current Board members.  If you did 
not participate in this drive and would like to attend, sign-up is only available at the club 
meeting.   

If you have a GPS, I recommend using it because of all the construction in the area.  
Directions will be made available and will be emailed and handed out to only those 
who have signed up for the tour.   The itinerary for this day is: 

8:30 – 9am Members will start arriving at Allegheny Millwork’s front parking lot. 

9:30am Short introduction and safety tips. (after coffee and donuts) 

Tour will start after that. (The Tour will last 35 – 45 minutes) 

Q&A after the tour 

About 10:30 – 11am travel head to Woodcraft are the rest of the club’s business 
meeting. 

New Name Tags Coming Soon! 

Rob and Bruno are working on new Turners Anonymous name tags for all current club 
members.  This name tag will be laser engraved with your name & the Turners 
Anonymous logo.  No pins to poke yourself with, these have rare earth magnets.  (So 
be care wearing the magnets near your pacemaker.)  The average cost of these is 50 
cents to cover the cost of the magnets.  Please pay Rob or Bruno Martin directly when 
they are available.  We hope to have them at the meetings soon. 

 

 



Turned Pens For the Troops! 

Kyle, Manager at Woodcraft wants me to remind you that they will be collecting turned 
pens until Veteran’s Day (Thursday, November 11th).  Anyone who wants to make pens 
for the veterans can pick up kits from Woodcraft however you will be responsible for 
providing the wood for this project.  Also, I will be bringing pen kits that are ready to be 
turned to the October meeting for any member who wants them. 

Cherry Harvest @ Kim Romanko Home in Plum, PA 

Kim tells me that he has 4 beautiful straight cherry trees that decided to uproot 

themselves in his back yard.  They are about 18” – 20” diameter fresh green wood, no 

chainsaw, no problem.  Kim is willing to cut the logs for you to whatever size you want.  

If you are interested in the wood, please call Kim at 724-327-7860, most evenings.  

Unfortunately, Kim is going on a fishing trip all next week, but he will be back for our 

club meeting on Saturday, October 16th.  So, you could touch base with him there. 

A Passing of Note… 

Jim Finley, retired from Penn State and past presenter to the club was killed last week 
when he was struck by a tree he was cutting.  It’s a great tragedy for the many people 
whose lives he touched.  His wife, Linda, plans a Celebration of Life later this month. 

Please keep Jim and his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Final note… 

As we start looking forward to the holiday season, don’t forget to call a past member or 
an old friend that you may have not heard from in a while.  Many of our members have 
not come back yet because they have underlining conditions and are still nervous 
about returning.  So, as we will be giving thanks in a month or so, think about calling 
one of our wood buddies just to talk. 

Becky Maruca 

 


