
Chairman’s Report May 2022 

 

Ready. Set. Turn!  Ready or not here we go, the last meeting before summer break! 
We will be starting it off with a day of fun.  We will have a demonstration on the lathe, 
then break for lunch, & members are welcome to turn their own piece.  

This month, I will be demonstrating how to turn a “Streptohedron” which was featured 
in the AAW (American Woodturners) August 2013 vol. 28, no 4 magazine, entitled 
“Behold, The Streptohedron”.   

We will start with our regular meeting and announcements. Then I’ll began with my 
demonstration followed by Q&A’s.  When I’m finished, we will have our TA Raffle, then 
break for lunch for about 45 minutes.  If you signed up for a slice of pizza or 2 to be 
delivered to Woodcraft, you can stay put.  If you didn’t, no problem you could bring a 
lunch with you from home or buy one in Canonsburg.  Soft drinks and water will be 
provided by the Turners Anonymous.  

Woodcraft and I will be re-setting the classroom for the Hands-On segment during 
lunch.  Remember to bring your tools with you. You can leave them in your car until the 
end of lunch.  Need a sharp edge?  No problem, Woodcraft does have a grinder 
available, we will have a club member to assist you.  (I will need a volunteer to assist 
with this.) 

 

Tools to bring with you: 

• Roughing gouge 

• Spindle gouge 

• V-Bowl gouge or Finger Grind Bowl gouge 

• Parting tool 

• Other small hand tools (if you have them): 6” metal ruler, Calipers, Compass, 
Pencil, Safety Glasses, ear plugs, & safety shield (TA will provide) 

Note: We will not be making a lot of sanding dust.  But if you want to bring a dust 
mask with you, that is your call. 

 

Regarding wearing masks…Whether you are fully vaccinated or if you have your own reservations on 
the subject, the CDC is relaxing wearing masks inside buildings.  Right now, Woodcraft team 
members are saying, if you are fully vaccinated and are currently boosted no mask is needed.  Non-
vaccinated visitors will need a mask in the store. 

 

 



Brothers & Sisters of the South… 

Don’t forget you have a perfect opportunity to help with setup for the club meetings.  
Come early to Woodcraft; help setup the lathe, unload vehicles, help with video 
equipment, etc.  More helping hands make for easier work for everyone involved.  
Please consider joining us, setup starts at 8am. 

The coffee and conversation start at 9am, donuts will arrive shortly after.  Due to the 
uncertainty of attendance, The Board is asking that each attendee please take only 1 
donut initially.  After the meeting is over, if there are any donuts left, you can help 
yourself. 

 

Summer Challenge is back… 

It’s back, Kim Romano has been working on a “Summer Challenge” for anyone who is 
up for competing their skills and creativity against other members’.  For some of our 
newer members, a Summer Challenge is a small project using a small piece of wood 
that a member can work on over the summer break.  This is a great way to use your 
imagination and creativity on and off the lathe.  Then we will ask any of the members 
who took on this challenge to bring back your piece of wood (finished or unfinished) to 
the September meeting instant gallery.   

For instance, several years ago, Dave Betler handed out a 2”x2”x 6” piece of fingered 
walnut to the membership as a summer challenge to see what each member could 
come up with by the September meeting.  It was so cool to see all the different ways 
members choose to attack this challenge.  Kim will explain further details at the 
meeting. 

 

Other announcements… 

• Laser Day is Friday, May 13th, 2022 – Rob Martin and a few other members will 
be at Contemporary Craft (5645 Butler St, Pittsburgh, PA 15201) 10:30am – 
3:30pm.  If you want to participate in this activity, please contract Rob @ 
rob.martin2009@gmail.com 

• Woodcraft’s Turning Pens for The Troops is back! -- They will have premade 
kits available for you to do your magic.  Bring the finished pens back to 
Woodcraft.  For more details see Woodcraft. 

• Trying to go more Eco-Friendly -- we are asking members to bring their own 
travel mugs to the meetings.  We will still have cups available for members, 
however we are trying to reduce our waste.  We also hope to cut down on some 
of the spills in the Woodcraft’s classroom.  

• Trunk and Tool Sale – If you decide to bring wood or tools to sell or give away. 
Please try to keep your stuff in or by your vehicle, that way members can check 
out what you have brought before the meeting, at lunchtime, & after.  Please use 
the front parking area of Woodcraft for this. 
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• Linda VanGenhuchten’s Free Walnut – Linda notified me that she had a walnut 
tree taken down in her yard.  If you are interested in any of the free walnut, 
please contact Linda @ vangehawk@gmail.com  (Note: the tree is in Sarver, PA) 
 

Mark your calendar… 

Saturday, August 20th, we will be doing a training session at Woodcraft on “How to set-
up and tear-down the TA booth equipment” for outside demonstrations, and in 
preparation for the Fair-in-the-park event on September 9th, 10th, & 11th (Friday 1pm-
7pm, Saturday 10am-7pm, & Sunday 10am-5pm).  The Sign-up sheet for this demo 
and helping at Fair-in-the-park will be available at the May meeting.  We will try to have 
coffee and donuts at this meeting too.  We will not be doing a regular meeting or a 
turning demo that day, but we will have a few grinders available for sharping.  If you 
need a sharp edge. 

 

Saturday, September 17th, Dave Dudney & Dave Delo “Chainsaw demo” 

At this meeting, weather permitting, we will be setting up outside on Woodcraft’s 
loading dock for this unique demo.  Dave and Dave as some of you know seek out to 
find some huge chucks of wood to turn.  They aren’t interested in the branches, oh no, 
they want the trunk! – The bigger the better.  Over the years I have known both to be 
fine demonstrators and both are very knowledgeable when it comes to turning and how 
to prep logs for turning.   

We will be watching both of them strap on their chaps and power up their chainsaws.  
They will also explain safety procedures, the difference between various chainsaws, 
helpful jigs to cut logs, and more.  If there is time, and you have a log that you would 
like cut, bring it along with you. 

(Note: Safety glasses and hearing protections will be required at this meeting. We will 
have the safety shields available too). 

 

As always, a lot of information to read and think about and don’t forget about checking 
out the website for more information, handouts, the DVD and Book Library, etc.  Have 
fun, be safe, and I hope to see you soon. 

 

Becky Maruca 
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