
Chairman’s Report January 2023 

 

 I hope everyone enjoyed their Christmas and New Year’s.  Because of the very 
cold weather that we had, I’m sure you all were giving warm hugs.   

Speaking of Christmas, for those who couldn’t make the Christmas ornament and box 
exchange, here is a recap of the winners: 

ORNAMENTS  

1st place – Dave Weber ($100 gift card from Woodcraft) 

2nd place – Gerry Kumink & Kim Romako (both received a $75 gift card from 
Woodcraft) 

3rd place – Dave Dudney, Dave Keller, & Nick Wolfgang (Dave Dudney received an 
alternate prize a $50 check for placing in the same category last year.) (Dave & Nick 
each received a $50 gift card from Woodcraft.) 

BOXES 

1st place – Geoffrey Saver ($100 gift card from Rockler) 

2nd place – Eric Johnson ($75 gift card from Rockler) 

3rd place – Kim Romako, Bob Eckert, & Tom Shortall (Kim received an alternate prize 
a $50 check for placing in the same category last year.) (Bob & Tom each received a 
$50 gift card from Rockler.) 

Thanks to our judges for this event: Dave Beringer & Craig Smith.  Thanks also to all 
the members who come out and enjoyed a good time with friends and good food. 

 

A few Notes for the Membership 

First, these members are now Honorary members of Turners Anonymous: 

Dave Belter, Glen Nickodemus, & Pat Griffin 

These former Board members have been selected by the Board and the membership 
for going beyond the call of duty.  They will receive their new name tags at the January 
meeting.  An added benefit of honorary status is no more Turners Anonymous annual 
dues.   

 

Second, our dear long time club member, Joe Santucci, has been diagnosed with 
Dementia.  He will not be able to attend club meetings anymore, nor will he be able to 
return home to work on his woodturning project.  I have been asked by his wife, Donna 
to sell his tools to the club members.  I’m working on a list of Joe’s tools and other 



equipment, available for sale.  This list will be sent out to the membership separate 
from this report.  

 

Third, since the November meeting, the board has 5 new volunteers to help with Board 
and meeting duties.  Thank you for volunteering!!  None of the 5 members have an 
interest in joining the Board for a 3-year term at this time.   The Board, having fewer 
members, will be restructuring itself.  

 

This month’s meeting… 

Besides our Annual Financial Report, we welcome back Craig Smith to the 
membership.  Craig a longtime, former Board member and member of Turners 
Anonymous, will be demonstrating, “How to make Spindles.” 

Craig Smith, a local Windsor Chairmaker and teacher, will demonstrate the methods 
that he uses for turning chair legs that are reasonably quick to make and match each 
other.  Most of these techniques are applicable to all sorts of spindle turning.  Craig 
has been a woodturner for over 20 years and enjoys all kinds of woodturning.  

If you have any questions on spindles like: cutting coves or beads, using a skew, etc. 
Here is your chance to ask.  

 

Woodcraft’s Turning demo after the January club meeting… 

Kyle tells me that he needs a Turners Anonymous representative (or a few members) 
to stay after our club meeting on Saturday, January 21st, for an “Intro to Woodturning” 
demo.  He does have one of his guys doing the demonstration, but this would be a 
great way to pickup new members interested in turning.   

Anyone interested in staying after the meeting to help with this, please let Kyle know.  
Only a few members are necessary for this 30-minute demonstration. 

 

Moving beyond a demonstration booth… 

Some of you know that at “A Fair in The Park” we typically get asked, “Do you guys sell 
your work?” or “Are any of these pieces for sale?”  Well, Rob is working to see if having 
a second booth next to a demonstration booth is possible.   This would apply to any 
turning event we do not just “A Fair in The Park”.  This would be beneficial to the club 
as well as the member who is selling.  If selling your work at a Turners Anonymous 
Demonstration interests you, please contact Rob Martin for more information. 

 

 



Upcoming Demonstrations… 

 

February 18th -- Kim Romako on “It’s me, It’s not Yew.” (How to work with Japanese 
Yew) 

March 18th – Dave Beringer “How to Turn a Small Coffee Scoop” 

April 15th – TBD 

 

May 20th – ALL DAY DEMO with Ernie Conover!  Ernie will conduct a variety of 
short turning demonstrations for all skill levels.  Starting with the beginner he will then 
progress to advanced projects.  These projects will be the same projects which you will 
have the opportunity to practice in class with him.  We scheduled 2 classes.  Members 
will be able to work on a project in this class which is tailored to their skill level.   

Club member price for this demo is $20, non-members $30.  The $20 includes the all-
day demo with Ernie at Woodcraft, with a one-hour break for lunch (lunch is not 
included in this price).  Attendees will have an hour to get and eat their lunch.  In 
addition, during this hour, Ernie will be doing a book signing of his latest book, “The 
Lathe Book 3rd Edition”.   

To reserve a spot in one of the classes with Ernie is $100.  (You can choose: Sunday, 
May 21st or Monday, May 22nd.)  Think about reserving your spot today. 

Note:  We have 6 spots open on Sunday, May 21st. (Please save this day for the 
members who aren’t retired. Thank you.) 

We have only 3 spots open on Monday, May 22nd. 

 

Finally… 

So much to think about.  Don’t forget about the DVD & Book Library, Raffle, and 
Instant Gallery, as well as all the updated information on the Turners Anonymous 
website.  If you have any questions, please let a Board member know, and I hope to 
see you at the January 21st meeting. 

Becky Maruca 

Chairman 


